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2 x 15 Fully Lined Project Bag with Side Zipper  

½ yd. fabric for outside (main fabric) 

½ yd. fabric for inside lining (best to use a light color for lining) 

½ yd. iron on interfacing (weight that you desire) 

16” zipper 

Charm(s) optional for zipper pull 

NOTE: This bag can be made in any size by adjusting the measurements of your fabric in width and 

length.  Experienced sewers should not have a problem making this bag.  Others can order one custom made. 

Cut a piece of fabric 14.5 x 16 from main fabric, one from lining, and one from interfacing. This longer piece allows 

for the fold over from the back to the front giving you a "side zipper." 

 

 

Front fabric will be cut 11.5 x 16….but here is where you decide if you want to add a piece of embroidery, cross-

stitch, needlepoint, photo on fabric, etc. to the front piece of your bag. 

If using embroidery (or other) trim your embroidery leaving space around the embroidery to suit yourself, plus ½ 

inch for the seam allowance. Sew strips of main fabric around the embroidery to make it 11.5 x 16. If you are not 

sure about measurements here, you can sew generous strips of fabric and then using a good ruler square…line up 
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your design in center, off-center, or wherever you wish it to be then cut the entire piece to a 11.5 x 16 front piece. 

This measurement includes ½ inch seam allowance all the way around. 

Front fabric will be cut 11.5 x 16….but here is where you decide if you want to add a piece of embroidery, cross-

stitch, needlepoint, photo on fabric, etc. to the front piece of your bag. 

If using embroidery (or other) trim your embroidery leaving space around the embroidery to suit yourself, plus ½ 

inch for the seam allowance. Sew strips of main fabric around the embroidery to make it 11.5 x 16. If you are not 

sure about measurements here, you can sew generous strips of fabric and then using a good ruler square…line up 

your design in center, off-center, or wherever you wish it to be then cut the entire piece to a 11.5 x 16 front piece. 

This measurement includes ½ inch seam allowance all the way around. 

You can clearly see the seams that hold my embroidery in the bag. 

 

At this point I add interfacing to the two main pieces (front and back). This would include ironing one on the back of 

your embroidered piece with the fabric around it. I do not put interfacing on the lining of the bag. 
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Next I ready the zipper by adding a small piece of fabric to each end. This gives a finished look. At the pull end of 

the zipper with fabric and zipper right sides together, sew across the zipper right above the zipper teeth. Fold piece of 

fabric over leaving about 3/4 inch wide fabric at end of zipper cutting off the rest of fabric. 

 

Now lay zipper across fabric to be sure it measures 16 inches. Zipper will be slightly too long. Cut the zipper off at 

the edge of the fabric. Do the same small piece of fabric at this end of zipper sewing ¾ inch from edge of zipper, 

then folding fabric over so ¾” of zipper is covered with piece of fabric. Set zipper aside for a moment. 

 

Even though ALL of the edges of fabric and seam allowances will NOT BE SEEN inside the project bag, I serge 

around all four pieces of fabric.   I just like to have a finished edge.   All seam allowances will be inside between the 

lining and the outside of the bag. You can use a serger or simply zigzag if you wish. This step is optional. 
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Now for sewing the bag together: 

Take the longer back piece (main fabric) right side up and lay zipper across face down along the edge with zipper 

pull to the right.   Lay longer lining piece on top of this (right sides together). Check with a ruler to see where the 

zipper teeth are. You want to sew about 1/8 inch from the zipper teeth all the way across. When finished, fold the 

front and back away from zipper (right sides now out). At this point you can press the front and back exposing the 

zipper. I tug at it slightly to be sure to leave room for zipper pull to go up and down.   Topstitch through all about 1/8 

inch from edge close to zipper. 
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Do the same with the two smaller pieces (main fabric and lining) on the other side of the zipper MAKING SURE 

THAT IF YOU HAVE AN EMBROIDERY THAT IT IS RIGHT SIDE UP!! 

NOW     ****LEAVE ZIPPER OPEN**** !!!!! 

Match the bottom edges of the front right sides together and pin. Match the bottom edges of the lining right sides 

together and pin. This will give the folder over at the top which makes the zipper a “side zipper.” 
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This is the tricky part.   Holding this “fold over” section together between your fingers, put a pin at the point where 

you stitched the bottom row of top stitching on the zipper.   You will now sew from the top of the bag down to this 

pin. Please see photos.   The lining will be on one side of the zipper and the main fabric will be on the other side. 

You will have this sewn piece sticking up in the middle. 
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Now taking each side separately you will sew from the place where you ended this short stitching and continue 

sewing around the bottom and sides of the bag. 

****When sewing the lining side**** you will leave an opening in the seam allowance at the bottom of the bag 

wide enough to fit your hand.  See photo. 

 

After you have sewn around the edges, clip across the four corners of the bag bottom. 

https://averyclaire.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/img_1771.jpg
https://averyclaire.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/img_1773.jpg
https://averyclaire.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/img_1776.jpg
https://averyclaire.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/img_1777.jpg


 

8 
 

 

Placing your hand in the opening of the lining and reach in through the zipper (which is why you left if open) and 

grab the main fabric. Turn your piece inside out and using a tool poke the corners of the main fabric of the bag to 

make a sharp corner.   Tuck the lining inside the bag smoothing it carefully. At this point I close the zipper, 

smoothing it some more, take my steam iron on the back of the bag and give it a nice press, especially at the edges 

where the ends of the zipper meet the edge of the bag. Now you can either topstitch the small opening in the lining or 

hand stitch it closed. 

 

Voila! A lovely project bag that you made yourself! 

***If any of the instructions are not clear, please let me know and I will try to clarify them. 
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